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There are many icons and presentational tools you can use within the Output Viewer to modify its 

presentation. However, my usual preference is to cut and paste the relevant output into a word processor 

or page layout program, and work within there.

While this may all sound very complicated, you will very quickly get the hang of working within this 

dual-window system. Once you do, it is actually quite handy.

above and beyond

Box 3.1  SPSS Syntax

SPSS also has its own programming language, which you can use to perform analysis instead of using 

the point-and-click methods I will mainly be using. Sometimes, especially for very repetitive tasks, this 

can be actually easier.

SPSS language is called ‘syntax’ and it is written in the Syntax window. You can open a blank Syntax 

window from the File menu, by clicking on ‘New’ then ‘Syntax’. A blank window will appear just like the 

top panel of Figure 3.16. If you know syntax, you can then type stuff in, and run it using the Run menu. 

To run everything, click on ‘Run’ and then ‘All’, or you can select ‘Selection’ to run only the highlighted 

bit. Or you can click on ‘Current’ to run the current command. If you want to run everything from where 

your cursor is to the end, click on ‘Run’ and then ‘To End’.

But how do you start programming syntax? It is actually surprisingly easy. When you are in a dialog 

box you can often see a button with the word ‘Paste’ on it. If you click on that, SPSS will paste the syntax 

for the analysis you have specified into a Syntax window, such as in the bottom panel of Figure 3.16. 

This is a great way to learn what syntax is doing.

Figure 3.16
The Syntax 
Window
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